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THE  WAY  TO  WEALTH, 


Courteous  Realty 

I  Have  heard  that  nothing  gives  an  author  fo  great 
jpleafure  as  to  find  his  works  refpecliully  quoted 
by  others,  Judge,  then,  how  much  I  mud  have 
been  gratified  by  an  incident  I  am  going  to  relate 
to  you.  I  (topped  ray  horfe  lately,  where  a  great 
number  of  people  were  collected  at  an  auction  of 
merchants  goods.  The  hour  of  fale  not  being  come, 
they  were  converting  on  the  badnefs  of  the  times, 
and  one  of  the  company  called  to  a  plain,  clean  old 
man,  with  white  locks,  f  Pray,  )Fatker  Abraham,  what 
think  you  of  the  t  imes  ?   What  would  you  advife  us 

to?  Father  Abraham  ftood  up,  and  replied,  *  If 

you  would  have  my  advice,  I  wiil  give  it  you  in 
fhort,  14  tor  a  word  to  the  wife  is  enouf^,"  as  Poor 
Richard  fays.*  They  joined  in  detiring  b\m  to  fpeak 
,his  mind,  and  gathering  round  hira  he  proceeded  as 
•  follows  ;* 

A  2  •  Friend 

[*  Dr.  Franklin,  wifhing  to  collect  into  one  piece  all  the 
ftying*  upon  the  following  fub  jeers,  which  he  dropped  in 
thecourfe  of  publifhing  an  Almanack,  called  Poor  Richard, 
introduced  Father  Abraham  for  this  purpofe.  Hence  it  ijj, 
that  Poor  Richard  is     often  quoted,] 


y-jfTWiwiinf  mi  hi  \  '  ,  i"m   ii i" ww  m.i-w 

Father  Abraham's  Advice 


TO  HIS 

NEIGHBOURS. 

i 

FrIEND,  favs  he,  the  taxes  arc  indeed  verv  heavy 

and  if  thofe  iaid  on  by  the'gove?  nment  -wert  the  oi#j 
ones  we  had  to  pav>  we  niigh'  more  eafily  difdhar^c 
them  ;  but  we  h;/ve  manv  others,  and  much  moTC 
grievous  to  fome  of  us.  We  are  tax' d  twice  as  rnucr 
fey  our  idlenefs,  three  times  as  much  by  our  pride, 
and  four  times  as  rmich  by  our  folly;  and  frog! 
thefe  taxes  the  commrffioners  caunot  eafe  or  f.elivei 
us,  bv  allowing  an  abatement.  However,  let  ui 
hearken  to  eond  advice,  and  fomethine  may  be  done 
for  us:  •*  Goi  helps  them  that  helps  themfelvesy  as 
Poor  Richard  fays. 

•I.  It  would  be  thought  a  hard  government  that 

fhould  tax  its  people  one-tenth  part  of  their  time  to 
be  employed  in  its  fervice  :  but  idlenefs  taxes  many 
of  us  much  more;  floth,  by  bringing  on  difeafes, 
abfclutelv  fhortens  lite.  "  Sloth,  like  ru ft,  confumes 
fa  fie  r  than  labour  wears,  while  the  ufed  key  is  al- 
ways brigry  as  Poor  Richard  fays. — «•  But  deft  thou 
Jove  life,  ?  n  do  not  fquander  time,  for  that  is  fhc 
ftufF  life  is  made  of,M  as  Poor  Richard  fays.  How 
sirach  more  than  is  neceflary.  do  we  fpend  in  fleep  ; 
forgetting  that,  "  The  fleeping  fox  caJches  no  pour- 
try,  and  that  there  will  be  fleeping  enough  in  the 
grave,"  as  Poor  R?chard  fays. 

1  If  time  be  of  all  things  the  moft  precious,  wall- 
ing time  mull  be,  as  Poor  Richard  fays,  64  The 
^teatefl  prodigality     fince  as  he  clfewhere  tells  us, 

"  Loft 
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fi  Loft  time  is  never  found  again  ;  and  what  we  ca3t 
time  enough,  always  proves  little  enough,"  Let  us 
then  up  and  be  doing,  and  doing  to  the  purpofe; 

*  fi>r  bv  diligence  we  fhali  do  more  with  lefs  perplexity. 
f*  Sloth  makes  all  things  difficult,  but  induftry  all 
cafy  :  and,  he  that  rifeth  late,  muft  trot  all  day,  and 
ftialJ  fcarce  overtake  his  bufiuefs  at  night ;  while  la- 
zinefs  travels  fo  flowlv,  that  poverty  foun  overtakes 
him.  Duvethy  bufinefs,  let  not  that  drive  thee; 
and  early  to  bed,  and  early  to  rife,  makes  a  mau 
healthy,  wealthy,  and  wife,"  as  Poor  Richard  fays. 

4  So  what  {i^nifies  wilhing  and  hoping  for  better 
times;  we  may  make  the  times  better,  if  we  beftjr 
ourfelves.  u  Induftry  need  not  wifb,  and  h$  that  lives 

*  upon  hope  will  die  falling.  There  are  no  gains  with-* 
j[  out  pains;  then  help  hands,  lor  I  have  no  "lands,"  or 
p  it  1  have  they  are  fmartly  taxed.  He  that  hath  a 
/  trade,  hath  an  eftate;  and  he  that  hath  a  calling* 

hath  an  office  of  profit  and  honour,"  as  Poor  Richard 
|  fays;  but  then  the  trade  rauft  be  worked  at,  and  the 
calling  well  followed,  or  neither  the  eftate  nor  the 
office  will  enable  us  to  pay  our  taxes;  for  "  at  the 
working  man's  houfe  hunger  looks  in,  but  dares  not 
enter."    Nor  will  the  baliff  or  the  conflable  entere 
for,  "  Induftry  pays  debts,  while  defpair  increafefh 
them."   What  tho*  you  have  found  no  treafure,  nor 
has  any  rich  relation  left  you  a  legacy,  "  Diligence  is: 
l:  the  mother  of  good  luck,  and  God  gives  all  things  to 
I  induftry,  then  plough  deep  while  fluggards  fleep,  and 
1  you  fhall  have  corn  to  fell  and  to  keep."  Work 

I  while  it  is  called  to-day,  for  you  know  not  hdw  much 
s  you  may  be  hindred  to-morrow.    M  One  to-day  is 

*  worth  two  to-morrows,"  as  Poor  Richard  fays ;  and 

I I  farther,  41  Never  leave  that  till  to-morrow,  which 
I  you  can  do  to-day."— If  you  were  a  fervant,  fhould 
I  you  not  be  alhamed  that  a  good  mafter  would  catch 

|  you  idle?  Are  you  then  your  own  mafter?  Be 
Alhamed  to  catch  yourfelf  idle,  when  there  is  fo  much 
to  be  done  for  yourfelf,  your  family,  your  country, 
and  your  king.  Handle  your  thiols  without  mittens ; 
remember  "  That  the  cat  in  gloves  catches  no  mice,'9 
as  Poor  Richard  fays.   It  is  true  there  is  much  to  be 

doncF 
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acne,  an<J  perhaps  you  -are  weak  handed,  but  ftick  to 
it  Readily,  and  you  will  fee  great  effe&s  ;  for  "  Con- 
flant  dropping  wears  away  ftones  ;  and  by  diligence 
and  patience  the  moufe  eat  in  two  the  cable  ;  anii 
little  ftrokes  fell  great  oaks." 

*  Methinks  I  hear  fome  of  you  fay,  u  Mud  a  man 
afford  himfelf  no  leifure?"  I  will  tell  th^e,  my 
friend,  what  Poor  Richard  fays,  "  Employ  thy  time 
well,  if  thou  meanefl  to  gain  leifure;  and,  fince 
thou  art  not  fure  of  a  minute,  throw  not  away  an 
hour."  .  Leifure  is  time  for  doing  fomething  ufeful  ; 
this  leifure  the  diligent  man  will  obtain,  but  the  lazy 
man  never ;  for,  u  A  life  of  leifure,  and  a  life  of  la- 
zinefs  are  two  things.  Many  without  labour  would 
live  by  their  wits  only,  but  they  break  for  want  of 
flock;  whereas  indufhy  giveth  comfort,  and  plenty, 
and  refpeel:,  "  Fly  pleafures  and  they  will  follow 
you.  The  diligent  fpinner  has  a  large  (hift,  and 
now  I  have  a  fheep  and  a  cow,  every  body  bids  me 
good  morrow."  * 

II.  '  But  with  our  induftry  we  muft  iikewife  be 
Ready,  fettled,  and  careful,  and  overfee  our  own  af» 
fairs  with  our  own  eyes,  and  not  trull  too  much,  to 
others  ;  for,  as  Poor  Richard*  lb  ys, 

"  1  never  faw  an  oft-removed  tree, 
Nor  yet  an  oft-removed  family, 
•«  That  throve  fo  well  as  thofe  that  fettled  be.*' 

'And  again,  "  Three  removes  are  as  bad  as  a 
iire  and  again,  "Keep  thy  (hop,  and  thy  fhop 
will  keep  thee and  again,  •«  if  you  would  have 
your  bufinefe  done,  go ;  if  not,  fend."    And  again, 

"  He  that  by  the  plough  would  thrive, 
Himfeif  muR  either  hold  or  drive, " 

And  again,  "  the  eye  of  a  matter  will  do  more 
work  than  both  his  hands  ;"  and  again,  44  Want  of 
care  does  us  more  damage-than  want  of  knowledge;" 
and  again,  "Not  to  overfee  workmen,  is  to  leave: 

"  your; 
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your  -purfe  open/'  Trufting  too  nvrch  to  others  care 
is  the  ruin  of  many  ;  for,  t$  Ih  the  affairs  of  this 
world,  men  arefaved  not  by  faith,  but  by  the  want 
of  it  :"  But  a  mans  own  care  is  profitable;  for,  **  if 
you  would  have  a  faithful  fervant,  and  one  that  you 
like,  ferve  yourfeif.  A  little  neglect  may  breed  mif- 
chier,  for  want  of  a  nail  the  (hoe  was  loft ;  for  want 
jot  a  flhoe  the  horfe  was  loft;  and  for  want  or  a  horfe 
the  rider  was  loft,"  being  overtaken  and  flain  by  the 
enemy  ;  all  for  want  of  a  little  care  about  a  horfe- 
(hoe  nail.' 

Ill,  4  So  much  for  induftry,  my  friends,  and  at- 
tention to  one's  own  bufinefs  ;  but  to  thefe  we  muft 
add  frugality,  if  we  would  make  our  induftry  moro 
certainly  fuccefsful.  A  man  may,  if  he  knows  not 
how  to  fave  as  he  gets,  '*  keep  his  ncfe  all  his  life  to 
the  grindftone,  and  die,not  worth  a  groat  at  laft.  "A 
fat  kitchen  makes  a  lean  will,"  and 

M  Many  eftates  are  fpent  in  getting, 

"  Since  women  for  tea  foriook  spinning  and  knitting, 

*'  And  men  for  punch  forfook  hewing  and  fplitiing,** 

46  If  you  would  be  wealthy,  think  of  faving,  as 
well  as  of  getting.  The  Indies  have  not  made  Spain 
rich,  becaufe  her  out-goes  are  greater  than  her  in- 
comes." 

*  Away  then  with  you  expenfive  follies,  and  you 
will  not  then  have  fb  much  caufe  to  complain  >: 
hard  times,  heavy  taxes,  and  chargeable  families; 
for 

"  Women  and  wine,  game  and  deceit, 

"  Makes  the  wealth  Imall,  and  the  want  great,'* 

'  And  farther,  44  What  maintains  one  vice  would 
brinj»  up  two  chiid'.en."  You  may  think,  perhaps, 
that  a  little  tea,  or  a  little  pi^oeh  now^and  then,  diet 
a  little  more  c<  ftly,  cloaths  a  little  finer;  and  a  little 
entertainment  now  and  then,  can  be  no  great  mat- 
ter; but  rememberi  "  Many  a  little  make  a  mic- 

We," 
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kle."  Beware  oflittle  cxpences ;  A  fmall  leak  will 
fink -a  great  fhip."  as  Poor  Richard  fays;  and  again, 
"■Who  dainties  love,  [hall/beggars  prove  ;  and  more- 
over, Fools  rsake  feafts,  and  wife  men  eat  them.*' 
Here  you  are  ail  got  together  to  this  fale  of  fineries 
and  nick-nacks.  You  call  them  goods;  but  if  you  do 
not  take  care,  they  will  prove  evils  to  fome  of  you* 
You  expe&  they  will  be  fold  cheap,  and,  perhaps, 
they  may  for  lefs  than  they  coft  ;  but  if  you  have  no** 
occafion  for  them  they  muft  be  dear  to  you.  Re- 
member what  Poor  Richard  fays,  *^Buy  what  thou 
haft  no  heed  of,  and  ere  long  thou  (halt  fell  thy  ne* 
ceffaries."  And  again,  "  At  a  great  penny-worth 
paufe  awhile.V  He  means,  that,  perhaps  the  cheapnefs 
is  apparent  onlv  and  not  real;  or  the  bargain,  by 
flraightening  thee  in  thy  builnefs,  may  do  thee  more 
harm  than  good.  For  in  another  place  he  fays, 
*'  Many  have  been  ruined  by  buying  good  .penny- 
worths." Again,  "  It  is  fooiifh  to  lay  out  money  in 
a  purchafe  of  repentance  ?"  and  vet  this  folly  tsprac- 
tifed  every  dav  at  au&ions,  for  want  of  minding  the 
Almanack.  Many  a  one,  for  the  f^ke  of  finery  rn 
the  back,  have  gone  with  an  hungrv  belly,  and.  half 
ftarved  their  families;  "  Silks  and  fatins,  fcarlets 
arid  velvets,  put  out  the  lichen  fire,"  as  Poor  Rich- 
ard fays.  Thefe  are  .not  the  nec>  ffaries  of  life,  they 
can  fcarccly  be  called  the  conveniences  ;  and  yet  only 
becaufe  they  look  prettv,  how  many  want  to  have 
tkem.  ?  By  thefe  and  other  extravagancies,  the  gen- 
teel are  reduced  to  poveity  and  forced  to  borrow  of 
^  thofe  whom  they  formerly  defpifed,  but  who,  through 
induftrv  and  frugality,  have  maintained  their  fta rid- 
ing ;  in  which  cafe  it  appears  plainly,  that  41  A 
plough-man  on  his  legs,  is  higher  than  a  gentleman 
on  his  knees,"  as  Poor  Richard  fays;  perhaps  the/ 
have  had  a  fmall  eftate  left  them,  which  they  knew 
not  the  getting  of ;  they  think  "  It  is  day  and  will 
Ti ever  be  night  ;**  that  a  little'  to  be  fpent  out  of  fo 
much  is  not  worth  mining;  but  "  Alwovs  taking 
out  of  the  mebl-rub,  and  never  putting  in  foort  comes 
to  the  bottom,"  as  Poor  Richard  fays  ;  and  then, 
"  When  the  well  is  drv,  th'  y  know  the  worth  of  wa- 
ter," But  this  they  might  have  known  before,  if  they 
had  taken  his  advice  :  *'  If  you  would'know  the- value 
,  of 
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€>f  monev,  go  and  try  to  borrow  foroc  ;  for  lie  tjfiii 
goes  a  bor»  owing,  goes  a  forrowin^/'  as  Poor  Rich- 
ard fays  ;  and  indeed  fa  does  he  that  lends  to  fuch 
people,  when  he  ^oes  to  get  it  in  again.  Poor  Dick 
farther  advifes  and  ffyfip 

•I  Fond  pride  of  dreft  U  fare  a  very  oirfe  j 
*'  tre  fancy  you  confult,  coalult  your  purfe, 

*  And  again,  "  Pride  is  as  loud  a  begpr  as  want„ 
and  a  great  deal  more  faucy/*  When  you  have 
bought  one  fine  fJiiri^,  vou  mufl  buy  ten  more,  that 
your  appearance  may  be  aii  of  a  piece  ;  But  Poor 
Dick  fays,  '  It  is  eaii  r  to  fuppn  f>  the  fit  11  defire,  tnau 
to  fatisry  ail  that  t«)h<w  it  And  it  is  as  truly  folly 
for  .the  poor  to  ape  the  rich^  as  tor  the  iro£  to  iweii 
in  order  to  equal  the  ex. 

•«  VeiTels  large  rnav  venture  more, 

•4  But  iittle  uoau  fhauld  keep  near  fhore*,> 

4  It  is,  however,  a  folly  foon  puniined  :  for,  as 
Poor  Richard  fays,  «'  P)  ide  that  dines  on  vanity,  fups 
on  contempt;  Prirle  breakfafted  with  plenty,  dined 
with  p/vevty,  and  topped  with  in  rainy.*' — And,  after 
ail,  of  what  ufe  is  this  pi  ide  or"  appearance,  for  which 
fo  much  is  rifked,  fo  much  is  fufrered  ?  It  cannot  pro- 
mote  health,  nor  eafe  pain  ;  j*  makes  no  increale  of 
merit  in  the  peifon,  it  creates  envy,  it  haftens  mi£- 
foitune.  V-     '  ~  , 

4  But  what  madnefs  mull  it  be  to  run  in  debt  for 
thefe  fnperfiuities  ?  We  are  offered  by  the  terms  of 
thisfale,  fix  months  credit;  and  that  perhaps  has  in- 
duced fome  of  us  to  attend  it,  becaufe  we  cannot 
fpare  the  ready  money,  and  hope  now  to  be  fine 
without  it.  But,  3h  !  think  what  you  do  when  yotl 
run  in  debt,  you  ipuve  another  power  over  you  li- 
berty. Ir^yow  cannot  pay  at  that  time,  you  will  be 
afbamed  to  f-  e  your  creditor;  you  will  be  in  fear 
when  vou  fpeak  to  him  ;  you  will  ma<ke  poor  pitirul 
fneakint;  excufes,  and  by  degrees  come  to  dole  your 
veracity,  and  (ink  into  bafe  downright  lying  ;  tor, 
'  «»  the 


41  the  feccmd  vice  is  lying,  the  firft  is  running  In 
debt,'*  as  Poor  Richard  fays.  And  again  to  the 
fame  purpofe,  l  ying  rides  on  Plot's  back  :  where-  ! 
as  a  free-bom  EaglHhroen  ought  •not  to  be  afhamed 
©r  afraid  to  fee  or  fp^ak  to  any  roan  living.  But  po- 
verty often  'deprives  ,a  man  of  ajl  fpirit  and  virtue/* 
"  It  is  bard  for  an  empty  bae  to  ttand  upright." 
What  would  you  think  of  that  prince,  or  of  that  go* 
vernment,  who  (hould  ifiTue  an  edict  forbidding  you 
to  drefs  like  a  gentleman  or  gentlewoman,  on  pam 
of  imprifonment,  or  fervitude  ?  Would  you  not 
fay  that  you  were  free,  have  a  right  to  drefs  as  you 
pleafe,  and  that  fuch  an  cdidl  would  be  a  breach  of* 
your  privileges,  anci  fuch  a  government  tyrannical  ? 
And  yet  your  are  about  to  put  yourfelt  under  that 
tyranny,  when  vou  run  jn  debt  for  fuch  drefs  !  Your 
creditor  has  authority,  at  hispleafure,  to  deprive  you 
of  your  liberty,  by  confining  you  in  a  jail  for  life,  or 
|>y  felling  ybu  for  a  fervant,  if  you  fhould  not  be  able 
/  io  pay  him.— When  you  have  got  your  bargain,  vou  i 
may,  perhaps,' think  little  of  payment  ;  but,  as  Poor  \ 
Richard  fays,  "  Creditors  have  much  better  memo- 
Ties  than  debtors  ;  creditors  are  a  fuperftitious  fed, 
great  obfervers  of  fet  days  and  times."  The  day 
comes  rourid  before  you  are  aware,  and  the  demand 
is  made  before  you  are  prepared  to  fatisfy  it ;  or  if 
you  bear  your  debt  in  mind,  the  term  which  at  firii 
feemed  fo  long,  will,  as  it  lefTens,  appear  extremely 
fhort.  Time  will  have  feemed  to  have  added  wings 
to  his  heels  as  well  as  his  moulders.  14  Thofe  have  a 
fhort  Lent,  who  owe  money  to  be  paid  at  Eafler." 
At  prefent,  perhaps,  you  may  think  yourfelves  in 
thriving  circumltances,  and  that  you  can  bear  a  Iktle 
extravagance  without  injury,  but 

•4  For  age  and  want  fave  while  you  may, 
No  morning-fun  laftsa  whole  day,*' 

4  Gain  may  be  temporary  and  uncertain,  but  ever 
while  you  live,  expence  is  conftant  and  certain  *  and, 
**  It  is  eaher  to  build  two  chimnies,  than  to  keep  one 
in  fuel,"  as  Poor  Richard  favs ;  fo  "  Rather  go  to 
bed  fupper lefs,  than  rife  in  debt. 


"  Get 


ft       what  voa  carv  a»d  what  yon  get  feold  * 

*'  Tt»  me  itoj-e  uui  will  ttiraali  >jnr  lead  into  g*3d>$ 

r  *  And  when  you  have  got  the  philofo  >her*s  ftone^ 
W.iu  e  von  wiii  no  io.  g-r  complain  or  bad  times,  gr 
^  the  difficuAty  ot  ^ .  yin0  taxes.  / 

IV.  *  This  dr<$?me,  my  friends,  is  reafon  and 
Ittffdom.  flat,  arter  all,  do  not  d*  f>end  tuu  mucb 
opon  your  own  induftry  and  frugality,  and  pru- 
dence, thonah  excellent  thi^  ;  r  r  they  mv>v  be  all 
blafted  without  the  bleffing^r  heaven  ,  and  there* 
fore,  a(k  tnat  bieffing  on  nblv,  and  be  not  uncharita- 
ble to  th  fr  that  at  piefent  feem  to  want  it,  but  com- 
fort an  J  help  them.  R  member  Job  tuffered  and 
was  atterwar Js  prof^erous. 

€  And,  now  to  conclude,  fl  Experience  fceeps  a 
dear  khooi,  but  tools  will  karn  in  no  other,"  as  poor 
Richard  fays,  and  fcarce  in  that ;  for,  it  is  truet 
44  Wc  may  give  advice,  but  we  cannot  give  coo- 
du<£:'*  However,  remember  this,  "  Thev  thu  will 
Mioot  be  cou  if  lied,  cannot  be  helped;"  and  farther* 
that  «»  If  you  w«ll  not  h  ir  R'afon,  ihe  will  fureif 
lap  yaur  knuckles,"  as  Poor  R  egard  fays/ 

Thus  the  old  gentlemen  ended  his  harangue.  The 
pef  ptc  i,ear(j  it  and  approved  the  duet  ine— and 
nhmediateiv  vtra<ojfed  the  contrary,  juft  as  if  it  had 
been  a  c  mmon  ^ltlon ;  r0r  the  auction  opened, 
and  they  beean  to  buy  <--*-aVagantly— J  however  re- 
folved  to  be  the  better  i  r  it  :  and  though  I  had  at 
fitft  determined  to  buy  fluff  /or  a  new  coat,  I  went 
awav  refoived  to  wear  my  old  one  a  little  longer, 
Reader,  if  *hou  wilt  do  the  fame,  thy  profit  will  be 
&$  great  as  mine,-— I  am,  as  ever* 

Thine  to  ferve  thee, 

RICHARD  SAONBSR* 


